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The Senate met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ELIZA-
BETH WARREN, a Senator from the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, the center of our peace,
continue to be a shield for our Nation.
Watch over our citizens and give them
Your wisdom.

Lord, You alone are our sure founda-
tion. Today, may our lawmakers stand
on the rock of Your truth as they seek
to do Your will. Use them to transform
cacophony into harmony. May the
words they speak bring healing to our
land.

And, Lord, comfort those who mourn,
particularly the family of U.S. Capitol
Police Officer Brian Sicknick.

We pray in Your merciful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, February 3, 2021.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ELIZABETH WARREN, a

Senate

Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. WARREN thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

SETTING FORTH THE CONGRES-
SIONAL BUDGET FOR THE
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2021—Resumed

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of S.
Con. Res 5, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 5)
setting forth the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fiscal year
2021 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2022 through 2030.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

ORGANIZATION RESOLUTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
am happy to report this morning that
the leadership of both parties have fi-
nalized the organizing resolution for
the Senate. We will pass the resolution
through the Senate today, which
means that committees can promptly
set up and get to work—with Demo-
crats holding the gavels.

For the information of the Senate,
the Democratic caucus has announced

its committee memberships for the
next 2 years. I am confident our Mem-
bers are ready to hit the ground run-
ning on the most important issues that
face our country.

Senate Democrats are not going to
waste any time taking on the biggest
challenges facing our country and our
planet. I have already instructed the
incoming Democratic chairs of all rel-
evant committees to begin holding
hearings on the climate crisis in prepa-
ration for enacting President Biden’s
Build Back Better agenda, which in-
cludes major climate legislation.

It is long past time for the Senate to
take a leading role to combat the exis-
tential threat of our time—climate. As
we all know, climate change touches
virtually every aspect of our economy
and involves virtually every aspect of
public policy. So as the Biden Adminis-
tration prepares a whole-of-govern-
ment approach to combating climate
change, the Democratic majority will
pursue a whole-of-Senate approach as
well.

Some of this work has already start-
ed. Two years ago, Senate Democrats
established the first-ever Senate Spe-
cial Committee on the Climate Crisis. I
have promised that any action we take
on infrastructure, in particular, will
prioritize green infrastructure and the
creation of green jobs, and create many
jobs—good-paying jobs—we will.

Personally, I have introduced legisla-
tion to speed our country’s transition
toward clean cars that has the support
of the environmental community, the
labor unions, and some of the car man-
ufacturers.

Make no mistake, in several different
ways, this Democratic majority will
compel the Senate to forcefully, relent-
lessly, and urgently address climate
change, beginning with work in all of
the relevant committees.

So as we set up new committee struc-
tures, I look forward to working with
the new Democratic chairs on ways
their committees will address the cli-
mate crisis. I look forward to speaking
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